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Figure 1: Cleaning, disinfection and sterilization flowchart Adapted from Durham Region Health Department

CLEAN
Use detergent, dean water and a clean
brush

FIRST STEP
To loosen dirt and debris on

. surfaces
Mote: An ultrasonic deaner can be

used

To remove soap residue, loosened
dirt and debris from surface

SECOND STEP —-—)

To kall all
germs &

To destroy most harmful SpOES
germs (except spores)

Choose one of the following

THIRD STEP
- Use an appropriate solulion STERILIZE
depending upon use of Use an appropriate and
instrument or surface approved sterilizer
To be used on:
Critical Ttems
Items that penetrate
skin
Items that hold
stenle nstruments
o (In some cases,
Choose one of the following hlgh-lc‘.‘d
disinfection is
appropriate)
INTERMEDIATE OR HIGH-LEVEL
DISINFECTION
LOW-LEVEL DISINFECTION To be used on:
To be used on: e« Semi-critical Ilems
*  Non- Critical Items « [tems that contact mucous
« [tems that contact but do not membranes
penetrate skin + [tems that contact non-intact skin
»  [tems that do not contact blood or
body fluds

For more information, call

Brockville 613-345-5685 HealthACTION Line visit our website at
Smiths Falls 613-283-2740 at 1-800-660-5853 www.healthunit.org/infectious




