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HPV Vaccine Available in Tri-County Area in September

On August 2, 2007, Ontario's Premier Dalton McGuinty announced the introduction of the Human
Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccine into the provincial publicly funded immunization program. The
primary goal of this new vaccine program is to reduce cervical cancer in women in Ontario.

The HPV vaccination program will be a voluntary school-based vaccination program for grade 8
females beginning in the Fall of 2007. Approximately 1,000 females in Leeds, Grenville and
Lanark will be eligible to receive the vaccine this year.

The vaccine chosen for the program is Gardasil™, manufactured by Merck Frosst. It provides
protection against HPV types 6, 11, 16 and 18. The vaccine is to be administered at 0, 2 and 6
months intervals.

The Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit will provide fact sheets and consent forms
through the schools.
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